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Lesson Overview

This set of documents is designed to guide teachers in planning weekly interactive read-aloud lessons 
that support English learners in building vocabulary depth and comprehension skills. 

Materials and Instructions for Teachers

This set of materials includes the following: 
• A lesson plan for the read-aloud text
• Printable sticky notes of lesson components for each day of the lesson
•	 Vocabulary	cards	with	visuals	and	student-friendly	definitions

How to Use the Materials

Teachers can use the lesson plan for guidance on how to divide each text over multiple days, and to 
plan vocabulary, oral language, and comprehension development activities for each day. 

Teachers can use the sticky note template to insert components of the lesson plan into the read-
aloud text. To use, print one page of the template and then place a regular sized sticky-note in each 
of the six boxes on the page. Run the template with the sticky-notes through the printer, printing it 
again. Unpeel the sticky notes from the page and insert them on the appropriate pages of the read-

aloud text. 

Teachers can print the vocabulary cards and visuals for each of the target vocabulary words 
covered in the lesson. Teachers use these vocabulary cards when presenting and teaching the new 

words and can post the cards on a classroom word wall.
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Questions
Who are Abuelo and Emilio?
Why is Abuelo telling Emilio a 
story?

Example Gist
While Emilio waited for his 
cousins to arrive, Abuelo told 
him a story that was a lot like 
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears.” 
While the bears waited for the 
frijoles to cool, they went out for 
a walk.

Lesson Closure
What do you predict will happen 
tomorrow?
Turn to your partner and tell him 
or her about your prediction. 
Write about it in your reading 
response journal.

Previewing Activity
Make a prediction. What do you 
think the story will be about 
based on the title and pictures?
Turn to your partner and tell him 
or her about it.

Vocabulary
arrive: to get to the place you 
are going to
argue: to disagree with someone 
in words 
stubborn: not changing your 
mind, even though people think 
you should

Sentence Frames
I arrive at school by _____.

I have argued with someone when 
____.

I can be stubborn when _____.

Abuelo and the Three Bears—Chunk 1: pages 1–7
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Questions
Do you think Trencitas was being 
responsible in the story? Why or 
why not?
How has your thinking changed 
from the beginning of the story?

Example Gist
Trencitas went to Osito’s house 
and	first	tried	the	three	bowls	of	
frijoles. She then sat in all three 
chairs and broke the small one. 
She then fell asleep in Osito’s 
bed.

Lesson Closure
What do you predict will happen 
tomorrow?
Turn to your partner and tell him 
or her about your prediction. 
Write about it in your reading 
response journal.

Previewing Activity
Review the gist from yesterday’s 
reading.

Vocabulary
shrug: to raise and then lower 
your shoulders to show that you 
do not know something or do 
not care about something
medium: a middle size, level, or 
amount
cozy: making you feel physically 
relaxed, without being too hot or 
cold

Sentence Frames
He shrugged his shoulders when 
______.

Something that can be a medium 
size is ______.

I like to wear cozy _____.

Abuelo and the Three Bears—Chunk 2: pages 8–11
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Questions
What did the bears decide to do 
after they found Trencitas in their 
house? 
Were you surprised by how the 
story ended? Why or Why not? 

Example Gist
When the bears arrive home, 
they	find	Trencitas.	They	walk	her	
home and have dinner at her 
house. Emilio’s cousins arrive as 
Abuelo	finishes	the	story.

Lesson Closure
Compare and contrast 
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears” 
with Abuelo and the Three Bears. 
What are some ways they are 
different or the same?
Turn to your partner and tell him 
or her about those ways. 
Write about it in your reading 
response journal.

Previewing Activity
Review the gist from yesterday’s 
reading.

Vocabulary
growl: to say something in a low, 
angry voice
meal: an occasion when you eat 
food

Sentence Frames
The bear growled because 
______.

My favorite meal is ______.

Abuelo and the Three Bears—Chunk 3: pages 12–16


