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Handout 1 (1 of 5)

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten
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Handout 1 (2 of 5)

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten
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Handout 1 (3 of 5)

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten
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Handout 1 (4 of 5)

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten
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Handout 1 (5 of 5)

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten
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Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten Handout 2 (1 of 3)

Observation/Reflection Form

Before Reading

Step 1: Teacher introduces/previews the story and 1-2 new vocabulary words:

Shows and reads the front and back covers of the text

Previews the text, activating and building students’ background/prior knowledge
Engages students in making predictions about the text and in brief discussions about
concepts related to the text

Introduces 1-2 words that students do not already know

Has students say and repeat target vocabulary and provides student-friendly definitions
Displays words in written form, along with a nonlinguistic representation

OBSERVATIONS:

1 : The Meadows Center
Excelle Us, DR PREVENTING EDUCATIONAL RIS
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Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten Handout 2 (2 of 3)

During Reading

Step 2: Teacher reads a chunk of text and then guides students in discussion, focusing on retell-
ing to build comprehension:

Immediately prior to reading, sets explicit instructional goals (e.g., tells children to listen
for vocabulary and give a “thumbs up” when they hear the words or poses a question for
students to answer after reading)

Reads passage aloud without stopping, emphasizing ideas and events through prosody
Encourages students’ use of new vocabulary during guided discussion

Asks children questions (e.g., retell) to build comprehension and provides model sen-
tences or sentence stems, if necessary

Gives students the opportunity to turn and talk during discussion

OBSERVATIONS:

Step 3: Teacher rereads chunk of text, drawing attention to the new vocabulary:

Reviews words and meanings with students

Checks for students’ recognition of new vocabulary (e.g., thumbs up or other gesture)
Stops at vocabulary words and asks children to repeat a word they recognize and provide
an explanation

Guides/scaffolds children in creating their own original sentences using vocabulary
words encountered in the text

Creates a summary statement with students, using the vocabulary words

Gives students the opportunity to turn and talk during the vocabulary activities while
connecting to their own experiences

Summarizes what was read, including the main events and ideas, and reviews new vo-
cabulary words

OBSERVATIONS:

c | i e M

€nglish Learner Institute for
ellet
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Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten Handout 2 (3 of 3)

After Reading: Extend Language and Comprehension

Teacher extends comprehension, focusing on deep processing of vocabulary knowledge. List
observed activities. (Activities vary.)

OBSERVATIONS:

. ~
e o - ™
€nglish Learer Institute for of X
in s

The Meadows Center
Excellen DR PREVENTING EDUCATIONAL RIS
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Handout 3.1 (1 of 2)

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten
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Handout 3.1 (2 of 2)

Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten
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Building Vocabulary and Comprehension Skills in Prekindergarten Handout 3.2 (1 of 2)
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