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<Review	  session	  materials.	  Each	  par5cipant	  should	  have	  the	  following:	  
•  Three-‐slides-‐per-‐page	  par5cipant	  notes	  
•  The	  flip	  book	  tool:	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  for	  Building	  Vocabulary	  and	  

Comprehension	  Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  
•  Corduroy	  by	  Don	  Freeman,	  the	  read-‐aloud	  storybook	  
•  The	  Prekindergarten	  Guidelines	  Alignment	  Chart,	  which	  provides	  examples	  of	  

ac5vi5es	  and	  instruc5onal	  strategies	  in	  the	  rou5ne	  that	  align	  with	  skill	  domains	  in	  
the	  PreK	  Guidelines	  (Handout	  1)	  

•  The	  Observa5on/Reflec5on	  Form	  (Handout	  2)	  
•  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou5ne	  Weekly	  Planning	  Template,	  with	  the	  example	  text	  Corduroy	  

(Handout	  3)	  
•  Vocabulary	  cards	  for	  Day	  1	  of	  the	  cycle	  (Handout	  3)	  
•  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou5ne	  Weekly	  Planning	  Template,	  blank	  (Handout	  3)	  
•  (Op5onal)	  Storybook	  reading:	  Improving	  vocabulary	  and	  comprehension	  for	  

English-‐language	  learners”	  (Hickman,	  Pollard-‐Durodola,	  &	  Vaughn,	  2004)>	  
	  
Hello!	  My	  name	  is	  _______,	  and	  I	  am	  a(n)	  _______at	  _______.	  Welcome	  to	  Building	  
Vocabulary	  and	  Comprehension	  Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  Through	  a	  Read-‐Aloud	  
Rou>ne.	  
	  
<Ask	  who	  is	  in	  a[endance:	  how	  many	  are	  teachers,	  specialists,	  coaches,	  administrators,	  
etc.>	  
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We	  will	  use	  the	  following	  materials	  during	  this	  training:	  
•  The	  flip	  book	  tool:	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou5ne	  for	  Building	  Vocabulary	  and	  Comprehension	  

Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  
•  The	  read-‐aloud	  storybook	  Corduroy	  by	  Don	  Freeman	  

	  
We	  will	  also	  use	  the	  following	  handouts:	  

•  The	  Observa+on/Reflec+on	  Form:	  You	  will	  use	  this	  to	  take	  notes	  as	  we	  watch	  a	  model	  
of	  each	  step	  in	  ac+on.	  

•  A	  par+ally	  completed	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou5ne	  Weekly	  Planning	  Template,	  using	  the	  
example	  text	  Corduroy	  

•  A	  blank	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  Weekly	  Planning	  Template	  
•  The	  Prekindergarten	  Guidelines	  Alignment	  Chart,	  which	  provides	  examples	  of	  

ac+vi+es	  and	  instruc+onal	  strategies	  in	  the	  rou+ne	  that	  align	  with	  skill	  domains	  in	  the	  
PreK	  Guidelines	  

•  The	  ar+cle	  “Storybook	  reading:	  Improving	  vocabulary	  and	  comprehension	  for	  English-‐
language	  learners”	  (Hickman,	  Pollard-‐Durodola,	  &	  Vaughn,	  2004)	  

	  
<Addi5onal	  materials	  trainers	  will	  need:	  

•  PPT	  with	  embedded	  videos	  
•  Read-‐aloud	  storybook,	  Corduroy,	  with	  sec5ons	  chunked	  for	  demonstra5on.	  You	  may	  

also	  demonstrate	  your	  “planning”	  by	  including	  tabs	  to	  divide	  the	  chunks,	  as	  well	  as	  
s5cky	  notes	  with	  read-‐aloud	  ques5ons	  on	  them.	  

•  Vocabulary	  cards	  for	  Day	  1	  of	  the	  cycle	  using	  the	  example	  text	  Corduroy>	  

2	  

Building	  Vocabulary	  and	  Comprehension	  Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  

©	  2015	  Texas	  Educa+on	  Agency/The	  University	  of	  Texas	  System	  



In	  this	  training	  session,	  we	  will	  guide	  you	  through	  the	  steps	  of	  a	  daily	  Read-‐Aloud	  
Rou+ne	  designed	  to	  enhance	  vocabulary	  knowledge	  and	  comprehension	  for	  
prekindergarten	  children.	  For	  each	  step	  of	  the	  rou+ne,	  you	  will	  review	  the	  step	  and	  
learn	  about	  its	  strategies,	  see	  an	  example	  of	  how	  a	  teacher	  planned	  for	  the	  step,	  
observe	  each	  step	  in	  ac+on,	  and	  reflect	  on	  and	  discuss	  why	  each	  step	  is	  important	  
and	  how	  you	  can	  implement	  it	  with	  your	  students.	  At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  training,	  you	  will	  
have	  an	  opportunity	  to	  plan	  with	  a	  partner	  and	  prac>ce	  the	  steps	  of	  the	  rou+ne.	  	  

3	  

Building	  Vocabulary	  and	  Comprehension	  Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  

©	  2015	  Texas	  Educa+on	  Agency/The	  University	  of	  Texas	  System	  



Why	  read	  aloud	  to	  students?	  What	  are	  the	  benefits	  of	  incorpora+ng	  a	  daily	  Read-‐Aloud	  
Rou+ne?	  
	  
<Have	  par5cipants	  turn	  and	  discuss	  the	  following	  ques5ons	  with	  a	  partner:	  Why	  do	  we	  
read	  aloud	  to	  children?	  What	  are	  the	  benefits	  of	  incorpora5ng	  a	  daily	  read-‐aloud	  rou5ne?	  
Aber	  2	  or	  3	  minutes,	  ask	  some	  par5cipants	  to	  share	  with	  the	  group	  and	  write	  responses	  
on	  chart	  paper.>	  
	  
Teachers	  read	  aloud	  to	  children	  for	  many	  different	  reasons.	  As	  you	  know,	  read-‐alouds	  are	  
cri+cal	  for	  children	  in	  developing	  pre-‐literacy	  skills,	  as	  well	  as	  posi+ve	  aetudes	  and	  
confidence	  in	  their	  literacy	  development.	  You	  may	  incorporate	  read-‐alouds	  at	  different	  
+mes	  and	  for	  different	  purposes	  in	  your	  classroom.	  This	  par+cular	  rou+ne	  is	  focused	  on	  
building	  vocabulary	  and	  comprehension	  skills	  and	  incorporates	  interac+ve	  ac+vi+es	  that	  
support	  the	  development	  of	  these	  skills.	  You	  may	  choose	  to	  use	  this	  par+cular	  rou+ne	  in	  
addi+on	  to	  other	  types	  of	  read-‐alouds.	  
	  
Note	  to	  Trainer	  
Par5cipants	  have	  the	  op5on	  to	  read	  the	  following	  ar5cle	  beforehand	  and	  refer	  to	  it	  during	  
discussion:	  Hickman,	  P.,	  Pollard-‐Durodola,	  S.,	  &	  Vaughn,	  S.	  (2004).	  Storybook	  reading:	  
Improving	  vocabulary	  and	  comprehension	  for	  English-‐language	  learners.	  The	  Reading	  
Teacher,	  57(8),	  720–730.	  	  
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Read-‐alouds	  provide	  a	  framework	  for	  suppor+ng	  students	  in	  the	  various	  
developmental	  domains	  emphasized	  in	  the	  state	  standards.	  The	  read-‐aloud	  strategies	  
we	  will	  introduce	  in	  this	  training	  align	  with	  the	  strategies	  outlined	  in	  the	  Texas	  
Prekindergarten	  Guidelines	  and	  the	  Texas	  Early	  Learning	  Pathways,	  par+cularly	  in	  the	  
skill	  domains	  of	  Language	  and	  Communica+on,	  and	  Emergent	  Literacy–Reading.	  
These	  strategies	  also	  support	  children	  who	  are	  English	  learners	  (ELs)	  and	  those	  
developing	  literacy	  skills	  in	  both	  English	  and	  an	  addi+onal	  language.	  	  
	  
The	  Texas	  Prekindergarten	  Guidelines	  include	  instruc+onal	  techniques	  and	  learning	  
goals	  that	  are	  specific	  to	  English	  learners.	  These	  sec+ons	  are	  indicated	  by	  the	  
following	  icon.	  <Trainer,	  see	  circled	  icon.>	  They	  provide	  strategies	  for	  working	  with	  
children	  who	  are	  English	  learners	  during	  instruc+on	  in	  English,	  many	  of	  which	  can	  be	  
incorporated	  during	  read-‐alouds.	  In	  your	  materials,	  you	  will	  find	  a	  chart	  that	  shows	  
how	  this	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  aligns	  with	  several	  of	  the	  state	  learning	  outcomes,	  
including	  outcomes	  for	  ELs.	  Refer	  to	  Handout	  1.	  
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Now	  that	  we	  have	  talked	  about	  the	  benefits	  of	  reading	  aloud	  to	  children	  and	  how	  it	  
aligns	  with	  our	  state	  standards,	  we	  are	  ready	  to	  review	  the	  steps	  of	  the	  Read-‐Aloud	  
Rou+ne	  cycle	  using	  the	  flip	  book	  tool.	  We	  will	  then	  watch	  teachers	  implemen+ng	  the	  
Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  in	  their	  classrooms.	  
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<Direct	  par5cipants	  to	  the	  “Plan”	  tab	  on	  the	  flip	  book.	  Give	  par5cipants	  two	  minutes	  to	  read	  the	  
Planning	  Step	  on	  their	  own.>	  
	  
First,	  choose	  a	  story	  or	  expository	  text	  that	  is	  of	  interest	  to	  your	  students	  and,	  when	  appropriate,	  
culturally	  relevant.	  You	  can	  use	  the	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  during	  daily	  instruc+on	  with	  both	  
narra+ve	  and	  expository	  texts	  that	  are	  engaging	  and	  appropriately	  challenging.	  When	  possible,	  
choose	  texts	  that	  convey	  new	  concepts,	  informa+on,	  and	  knowledge.	  	  
	  
Aler	  choosing	  a	  text,	  divide	  it	  into	  100-‐	  to	  150-‐word	  chunks	  to	  be	  read	  over	  3	  to	  4	  days.	  	  
	  
<Show	  an	  example	  of	  how	  you	  chunked	  the	  text	  Corduroy.>	  
	  
Divide	  the	  text	  by	  using	  stopping	  points	  that	  create	  an+cipa+on	  or	  suspense	  for	  the	  next	  day.	  	  

You	  may	  be	  thinking,	  “Why	  divide	  the	  text	  into	  chunks	  rather	  than	  read	  the	  whole	  text	  in	  one	  
sieng?”	  Dividing	  the	  text	  over	  several	  days	  allows	  you	  to	  deepen	  vocabulary	  and	  comprehension	  
instruc+on.	  You	  can	  focus	  on	  fewer	  key	  vocabulary	  words	  and	  engage	  with	  them	  mul+ple	  +mes	  as	  
you	  read	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  story.	  This	  is	  important	  for	  ELs,	  who	  need	  focused	  support	  not	  only	  in	  
vocabulary	  breadth	  but	  also	  in	  depth.	  Addi+onally,	  focusing	  on	  shorter	  pieces	  of	  text	  deepens	  
comprehension	  because	  students	  have	  to	  maintain	  knowledge	  of	  events	  and	  details	  over	  +me	  
(Hickman	  et	  al.,	  2004).	  	  
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Aler	  you	  divide	  the	  text,	  examine	  each	  chunk	  for	  1	  to	  2	  vocabulary	  words	  to	  teach.	  
When	  selec+ng	  vocabulary,	  focus	  on	  language	  concepts	  that	  children	  do	  not	  already	  
know.	  For	  example,	  you	  might	  focus	  on	  mul+ple-‐meaning	  words	  that	  may	  be	  
challenging	  for	  children.	  Think	  about	  selec+ng	  high-‐u+lity	  word	  that	  students	  will	  
hear	  and	  see	  in	  math,	  social	  studies,	  and	  extra-‐curricular	  ac+vi+es.	  	  
	  
<Show	  par5cipants	  vocabulary	  cards	  with	  student-‐friendly	  defini5ons	  and	  pictures	  for	  
each	  chunk.>	  

Next,	  choose	  a	  nonlinguis+c	  representa+on	  (for	  example,	  a	  picture,	  object,	  or	  
gesture)	  that	  captures	  the	  essence	  of	  each	  vocabulary	  word.	  Create	  vocabulary	  cards	  
with	  a	  student-‐friendly	  defini+on	  of	  the	  word	  and	  a	  picture.	  ELs	  will	  find	  this	  strategy	  
par+cularly	  helpful,	  as	  they	  need	  explicit	  instruc+on	  in	  new	  vocabulary	  and	  can	  
process	  meaning	  on	  deeper	  levels	  when	  given	  a	  nonlinguis+c	  representa+on.	  The	  
“Helpful	  Hints”	  sec+on	  on	  this	  page	  includes	  resources	  for	  student-‐friendly	  
vocabulary	  defini+ons.	  	  
	  
<Take	  5me	  for	  par5cipants	  to	  turn	  and	  talk	  with	  a	  partner	  to	  discuss	  the	  step.>	  
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Now	  let’s	  hear	  from	  PreK3	  teacher	  Stephanie	  Faulkner	  on	  her	  perspec:ve	  of	  selec:ng	  
a	  story	  and	  chunking	  the	  text.	  
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<Direct	  par5cipants	  to	  the	  “Step	  1”	  table	  of	  their	  flipbook.	  Give	  par5cipants	  2	  minutes	  
to	  read	  Step	  1	  on	  their	  own.>	  
	  
To	  begin	  the	  lesson,	  preview	  the	  text	  and	  ac+vate	  prior	  knowledge.	  Show	  students	  
the	  important	  visual	  features	  and	  read	  the	  +tle	  and	  the	  author’s	  name.	  Ac+vate	  
students’	  prior	  knowledge	  by	  making	  connec+ons	  between	  what	  students	  know	  and	  
what	  they	  need	  to	  know	  to	  understand	  the	  text.	  Then,	  ask	  students	  to	  predict	  what	  
the	  text	  will	  be	  about.	  	  
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Next,	  you	  will	  introduce	  the	  1-‐2	  vocabulary	  words	  you	  selected	  for	  this	  chunk	  of	  text.	  
Say	  each	  word	  and	  have	  students	  repeat	  it.	  Provide	  the	  student-‐friendly	  defini+on	  
and	  nonlinguis+c	  representa+on,	  such	  as	  an	  object,	  picture,	  or	  gesture	  that	  relates	  to	  
the	  word.	  Display	  the	  vocabulary	  word	  or	  words	  so	  that	  they	  are	  visible	  to	  children.	  
	  
For	  ELs	  
To	  further	  support	  students	  whose	  first	  language	  is	  not	  English	  during	  this	  step,	  you	  
may	  also:	  	  

•  use	  appropriate	  first-‐language	  supports	  
•  emphasize	  affixes	  that	  are	  important	  to	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  word	  
•  use	  the	  word	  in	  a	  meaningful	  context	  related	  to	  students’	  prior	  knowledge	  

and	  experiences	  
•  target	  phonological	  features	  of	  the	  word	  that	  may	  be	  par+cularly	  challenging	  

for	  ELs	  (for	  example,	  teaching	  pronuncia+ons	  of	  the	  -‐ed	  suffix	  for	  past	  tense	  
verbs	  to	  primary	  Spanish	  speakers)	  	  
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Now,	  we	  will	  watch	  a	  video	  of	  a	  PreK	  teacher	  delivering	  Step	  1:	  Introduce	  and	  
Preview.	  In	  your	  materials,	  you	  will	  find	  the	  Observa+on/Reflec+on	  Form	  (Handout	  2).	  
As	  you	  watch	  the	  video,	  write	  down	  your	  observa+ons.	  	  
	  
<Briefly	  orient	  par5cipants	  to	  the	  form,	  explaining	  that	  they	  can	  use	  it	  to	  take	  notes	  as	  
they	  watch	  videos	  that	  demonstrate	  each	  step	  of	  the	  rou5ne.>	  
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<Have	  par5cipants	  watch	  the	  video	  and	  jot	  down	  their	  thoughts	  in	  the	  appropriate	  
sec5on	  of	  the	  Observa5on/Reflec5on	  form.	  Aber	  viewing	  the	  video,	  give	  par5cipants	  
3-‐5	  minutes	  to	  turn	  and	  talk,	  discussing	  what	  they	  no5ced	  and	  recorded	  on	  their	  
reflec5on	  sheets.	  Have	  a	  couple	  of	  teachers	  share	  out	  and/or	  ask	  ques5ons.>	  
	  
Now	  let’s	  watch	  teacher	  Connie	  Flanagan	  implemen+ng	  Step	  1	  with	  her	  PreK4	  class.	  
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<Have	  par)cipants	  watch	  the	  video	  and	  jot	  down	  their	  thoughts	  in	  the	  appropriate	  
sec)on	  of	  the	  Observa)on/Reflec)on	  Form.	  A@er	  viewing	  the	  video,	  give	  par)cipants	  
3-‐5	  minutes	  to	  turn	  and	  talk,	  discussing	  what	  they	  no)ced	  and	  recorded	  on	  their	  
reflec)on	  sheets.	  Have	  a	  couple	  of	  teachers	  share	  out	  and/or	  ask	  ques)ons.>	  
	  
Now	  let’s	  watch	  teacher	  Mallory	  Taaffe’s	  blended	  half-‐day	  PreK3	  class	  in	  read-‐aloud	  
ac<on.	  
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<Direct	  par5cipants	  to	  the	  “Step	  2”	  tab	  on	  their	  flip	  books.	  Give	  par5cipants	  2	  minutes	  to	  read	  on	  
their	  own.>	  
	  
<Use	  the	  flip	  book	  and	  sample	  storybook	  to	  review	  and	  demonstrate	  Step	  2.>	  
	  
Now	  you	  are	  ready	  to	  complete	  the	  first	  reading	  of	  the	  chunked	  text.	  Before	  you	  begin,	  give	  
students	  a	  purpose	  for	  reading,	  telling	  them	  to	  listen	  carefully	  while	  you	  read	  because	  they	  will	  
answer	  some	  ques+ons	  alerwards.	  Also,	  tell	  students	  to	  listen	  for	  the	  vocabulary	  words	  and	  give	  
a	  “thumbs	  up”	  or	  other	  gesture	  when	  they	  hear	  the	  word.	  Next,	  read	  the	  en+re	  chunk	  of	  text	  
without	  stopping.	  This	  first	  read	  is	  important	  for	  ELs,	  who	  carry	  the	  double	  cogni+ve	  task	  of	  
making	  meaning	  from	  the	  second	  language	  while	  comprehending	  the	  details	  and	  concepts	  of	  the	  
text	  (Hickman	  et	  al.,	  2004).	  This	  is	  a	  key	  feature	  of	  the	  rou+ne,	  and	  one	  of	  the	  reasons	  why	  text	  is	  
chunked	  into	  shorter	  pieces.	  Reading	  the	  chunk	  of	  text	  once	  fully	  without	  stopping	  allows	  
students	  to	  build	  context	  and	  make	  deeper	  connec+ons	  between	  new	  language	  and	  meaning.	  
	  
For	  ELs	  
<Touch	  on	  these	  points	  as	  needed.>	  
	  
ELs	  are	  further	  supported	  in	  construc+ng	  meaning	  from	  the	  text	  when	  you:	  

•  adequately	  prime	  students’	  background	  knowledge	  in	  the	  previous	  steps	  
•  draw	  on	  mul+modal	  elements	  of	  the	  text	  (for	  example,	  visuals	  and	  text	  organiza+on)	  
•  use	  prosody	  and	  expression	  while	  reading	  to	  emphasize	  key	  ideas,	  events,	  and	  new	  

vocabulary	  
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Aler	  you	  complete	  the	  first	  read,	  you	  will	  guide	  students	  in	  retelling	  and	  discussing	  the	  
passage.	  Use	  the	  turn	  and	  talk	  method	  to	  allow	  all	  students	  opportuni+es	  to	  use	  and	  prac+ce	  
language.	  Encourage	  students	  to	  use	  the	  new	  vocabulary	  words	  when	  retelling	  the	  key	  events	  
or	  ideas	  from	  the	  text,	  and	  provide	  feedback	  when	  you	  hear	  students	  using	  the	  new	  
vocabulary.	  You	  may	  provide	  a	  model	  sentence	  or	  use	  stems	  with	  visuals	  as	  scaffolds.	  Then,	  
ask	  students	  to	  make	  an	  inference	  or	  a	  judgment	  about	  the	  details	  in	  the	  text.	  	  
	  
Key	  Strategies	  for	  ELs	  During	  Speaking	  Ac>vi>es	  	  
<Touch	  on	  these	  points	  as	  needed.>	  
	  
•  The	  turn	  and	  talk	  method	  allows	  ELs	  to	  prac+ce	  new	  language	  structures	  in	  a	  less	  

threatening	  context	  than	  speaking	  to	  the	  whole	  class.	  
•  ELs	  in	  the	  emergent	  stage	  can	  use	  their	  first	  language	  to	  ar+culate	  and	  clarify	  ideas	  from	  

the	  text	  before	  answering	  in	  English.	  
•  Emergent	  ELs	  may	  be	  hesitant	  to	  report	  to	  the	  whole	  class.	  Rotate	  among	  pairs	  throughout	  

the	  cycle,	  focusing	  on	  one	  or	  two	  students’	  responses	  and	  clarifying	  and	  building	  on	  those	  
responses.	  Then,	  quote	  those	  students	  directly	  during	  the	  “sharing	  out”	  por+on	  of	  the	  
ac+vity.	  	  

•  Focus	  your	  feedback	  on	  meaning,	  rather	  than	  correc+ng	  minor	  grammar	  or	  pronuncia+on	  
mistakes.	  

•  Promote	  students’	  diverse	  ideas	  and	  ask	  for	  evidence	  that	  supports	  ideas.	  
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<Explain	  that	  you	  will	  now	  watch	  an	  example	  of	  a	  PreK	  Teacher	  comple5ng	  Step	  2,	  
Reading	  the	  Chunk	  of	  Text	  with	  Discussion.>	  
	  
<Direct	  the	  par5cipants	  to	  watch	  the	  video	  and	  write	  their	  thoughts	  in	  the	  
appropriate	  sec5on	  of	  the	  Observa5on/Reflec5on	  Form.>	  
	  
<Aber	  viewing	  the	  video,	  give	  par5cipants	  3-‐5	  minutes	  to	  turn	  and	  talk,	  discussing	  
what	  they	  no5ced.	  Have	  a	  couple	  of	  teachers	  share	  out	  and/or	  ask	  ques5ons.>	  
	  
	  Now	  you	  will	  see	  teacher	  Cori	  Hartung	  in	  ac+on	  with	  her	  half-‐day	  PreK3	  EL	  class.	  
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<Explain	  that	  you	  will	  now	  watch	  an	  example	  of	  a	  PreK	  Teacher	  comple5ng	  Step	  2,	  
Reading	  the	  Chunk	  of	  Text	  with	  Discussion.>	  
	  
<Direct	  the	  par5cipants	  to	  watch	  the	  video	  and,	  if	  they	  speak	  Spanish,	  write	  their	  
thoughts	  in	  the	  appropriate	  sec5on	  of	  the	  Observa5on/Reflec5on	  Form.>	  
	  
<Aber	  viewing	  the	  video,	  give	  par5cipants	  3-‐5	  minutes	  to	  turn	  and	  talk,	  discussing	  
what	  they	  no5ced.	  Have	  a	  couple	  of	  teachers	  share	  out	  and/or	  ask	  ques5ons.>	  
	  
Now	  let’s	  watch	  teacher	  Michelle	  Salas	  with	  her	  half-‐day	  bilingual	  PreK3	  class.	  
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One	  of	  the	  most	  important	  elements	  in	  Step	  2	  is	  guiding	  students	  in	  discussing	  and	  
retelling	  the	  passage	  to	  build	  comprehension	  skills.	  The	  turn	  and	  talk	  strategy	  is	  used	  
in	  this	  step	  to	  increase	  engagement	  and	  to	  provide	  all	  students	  mul+ple	  opportuni+es	  
to	  par+cipate	  and	  prac+ce.	  We	  will	  now	  hear	  PreK4	  teacher	  Ken	  Foster	  discuss	  the	  
turn	  and	  talk	  strategy.	  
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<Explain	  that	  the	  par5cipants	  will	  watch	  a	  teacher	  do	  Step	  2.>	  
	  
<Direct	  the	  par5cipants	  to	  watch	  the	  video	  and	  write	  their	  thoughts	  on	  the	  
appropriate	  part	  of	  the	  Observa5on/Reflec5on	  Form.>	  
	  
<Aber	  viewing	  the	  video,	  give	  par5cipants	  3-‐5	  minutes	  to	  turn	  and	  talk,	  discussing	  
what	  they	  no5ced.>	  
	  
Now	  let’s	  watch	  teacher	  Ken	  Foster	  in	  ac+on	  with	  his	  half-‐day	  PreK4	  EL	  class.	  
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<Direct	  par5cipants	  to	  the	  “Step	  3”	  tab	  in	  their	  flip	  books.	  Give	  par5cipants	  2	  minutes	  to	  read	  on	  
their	  own.>	  
	  
<Use	  the	  flipbook	  and	  the	  sample	  storybook	  to	  review	  and	  briefly	  model	  Step	  3.>	  
	  
In	  Step	  3,	  you	  will	  reread	  the	  passage	  to	  students.	  The	  focus	  of	  this	  step	  is	  to	  extend	  vocabulary	  
understanding	  by	  making	  further	  connec+ons	  to	  the	  words’	  use	  in	  and	  outside	  of	  the	  text,	  
including	  students’	  personal	  experiences.	  First,	  you	  will	  briefly	  review	  the	  vocabulary,	  repea+ng	  
the	  words	  and	  student-‐friendly	  defini+ons.	  Students	  will	  then	  listen	  for	  the	  vocabulary	  words	  
while	  you	  are	  rereading	  the	  text	  and	  use	  a	  sign	  (for	  example,	  a	  thumbs-‐up,	  an	  ear	  tug,	  or	  a	  gesture	  
specific	  to	  the	  word)	  when	  they	  hear	  the	  words	  in	  the	  text.	  When	  students	  give	  the	  sign,	  you	  will	  
stop	  reading	  to	  engage	  in	  oral	  ac+vi+es	  that	  deepen	  word	  knowledge.	  You	  will	  have	  students	  turn	  
and	  talk,	  discussing	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  word	  and	  crea+ng	  their	  own	  sentences	  with	  the	  word.	  You	  
may	  provide	  a	  model	  sentence	  or	  use	  sentence	  stems	  with	  visuals	  as	  scaffolds.	  
	  
Strategies	  for	  ELs	  During	  Discussion	  Ac>vi>es	  	  
<Touch	  on	  these	  as	  needed.>	  
	  
•  Use	  sentence	  stems	  as	  scaffolds	  as	  necessary.	  
•  If	  appropriate,	  discuss	  how	  a	  word	  can	  vary	  in	  meaning	  depending	  on	  context.	  
•  Use	  the	  strategies	  for	  op+mizing	  interac+on	  for	  ELs	  (during	  turn	  and	  talk	  and	  sharing	  out)	  that	  

you	  used	  in	  the	  previous	  step.	  
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Once	  you	  have	  reread	  the	  chunk	  of	  text,	  model	  or	  scaffold	  students	  in	  crea+ng	  a	  
summary	  statement,	  using	  the	  vocabulary	  words.	  	  
	  
Lastly,	  have	  students	  connect	  the	  story	  events	  or	  text	  content	  to	  their	  own	  
experiences.	  Use	  prompts	  such	  as,	  “Talk	  about	  a	  +me	  when	  you	  have	  felt	  like	  the	  
character.”	  
	  
To	  close	  the	  lesson,	  you	  will	  briefly	  review	  the	  +tle	  and	  author,	  main	  events	  and	  ideas,	  
and	  new	  vocabulary	  words.	  Don’t	  forget	  to	  challenge	  students	  to	  use	  the	  new	  
vocabulary	  words	  throughout	  the	  day.	  
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<Explain	  that	  the	  par5cipants	  will	  watch	  a	  teacher	  do	  Step	  3.>	  
	  
<Direct	  the	  par5cipants	  to	  watch	  the	  video	  and	  write	  their	  thoughts	  on	  the	  
appropriate	  part	  of	  the	  Observa5on/Reflec5on	  Form.>	  
	  
<Aber	  viewing	  the	  video,	  give	  par5cipants	  3-‐5	  minutes	  to	  turn	  and	  talk,	  discussing	  
what	  they	  no5ced	  and	  recorded	  on	  their	  reflec5on	  sheets.>	  
	  
Now	  we	  will	  watch	  teacher	  Stephanie	  Faulkner	  with	  her	  full-‐day	  PreK3	  class	  at	  one	  of	  
Arlington's	  community-‐based	  early	  childhood	  centers.	  
	  

23	  

Building	  Vocabulary	  and	  Comprehension	  Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  

©	  2015	  Texas	  Educa+on	  Agency/The	  University	  of	  Texas	  System	  



<Explain	  that	  the	  par5cipants	  will	  watch	  a	  teacher	  do	  Step	  3.>	  
	  
<Direct	  the	  par5cipants	  to	  watch	  the	  video	  and,	  if	  they	  speak	  Spanish,	  write	  their	  
thoughts	  on	  the	  appropriate	  part	  of	  the	  Observa5on/Reflec5on	  Form.>	  
	  
<Aber	  viewing	  the	  video,	  give	  par5cipants	  3-‐5	  minutes	  to	  turn	  and	  talk,	  discussing	  
what	  they	  no5ced.>	  
	  
Now	  let’s	  watch	  bilingual	  teacher	  Laura	  Garcia	  and	  her	  half-‐day	  PreK4	  class.	  
	  

24	  

Building	  Vocabulary	  and	  Comprehension	  Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  

©	  2015	  Texas	  Educa+on	  Agency/The	  University	  of	  Texas	  System	  



<Give	  par5cipants	  2	  minutes	  to	  read	  the	  Extend	  page	  on	  their	  own.	  Then	  explain	  
“Extending	  Language	  and	  Comprehension.”>	  
	  
Aler	  closing	  the	  rou+ne,	  you	  can	  use	  a	  variety	  of	  ac+vi+es	  during	  your	  daily	  schedule	  
to	  extend	  language	  and	  comprehension.	  On	  the	  Extend	  tab	  of	  the	  Flip	  Book	  Tool,	  you	  
will	  find	  a	  list	  of	  ac+vi+es	  you	  can	  incorporate	  to	  extend,	  reinforce,	  and	  reteach	  
vocabulary	  concepts	  and	  content	  from	  the	  text.	  	  
	  
<Go	  through	  the	  ac5vi5es,	  discussing	  briefly.>	  
	  
Extending	  Learning	  also	  includes	  home/school	  connec+ons.	  You	  can	  find	  the	  Parent	  
Read-‐Aloud	  resource	  on	  the	  website	  listed	  on	  this	  page	  of	  your	  flip	  book.	  This	  
bookmark	  describes	  8	  steps	  families	  can	  follow	  at	  home	  to	  support	  vocabulary	  and	  
comprehension	  while	  reading	  with	  children	  at	  home.	  Families	  can	  do	  this	  rou+ne	  in	  
the	  home	  language	  to	  support	  pre-‐literacy	  skills	  in	  children’s	  first	  language	  or	  English.	  
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We	  will	  now	  hear	  teacher	  Connie	  Flanagan’s	  perspec+ve	  on	  extending	  the	  rou+ne	  to	  
the	  drama+c	  play	  centers	  and	  encouraging	  the	  home	  connec+on.	  
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<Pass	  out	  chart	  paper.	  Have	  groups	  brainstorm	  ideas	  for	  extension	  ac5vi5es	  to	  extend	  
and	  deepen	  vocabulary	  and	  comprehension	  skills.	  Groups	  can	  either	  share	  out	  at	  their	  
tables	  or	  put	  up	  chart	  paper	  for	  a	  gallery	  walk.>	  
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Here	  are	  some	  examples	  of	  extensions	  in	  the	  classroom:	  placing	  new	  words	  learned	  
in	  the	  drama+c	  play	  and	  literacy	  centers,	  using	  story	  felt	  boards	  to	  reenact	  the	  story,	  
journal	  wri+ng,	  extending	  the	  story,	  and	  students’	  making	  connec+ons	  to	  their	  own	  
lives	  and	  community.	  
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Here	  is	  the	  read-‐aloud	  daily	  cycle	  at	  a	  glance.	  First,	  you	  are	  going	  to	  choose	  a	  text	  and	  
chunk	  the	  text	  into	  shorter	  pieces.	  Over	  the	  course	  of	  3	  to	  4	  days,	  you	  will	  complete	  
the	  whole	  text,	  piece	  by	  piece.	  Each	  day	  with	  the	  text,	  you	  will	  follow	  three	  basic	  
steps.	  First,	  you	  will	  introduce	  the	  chunk	  of	  text	  and	  1	  or	  2	  new	  vocabulary	  words.	  
Next,	  you	  will	  read	  the	  text	  and	  guide	  children	  in	  talking	  about	  the	  text.	  In	  the	  last	  
step,	  you	  will	  reread	  the	  text	  to	  deepen	  understanding	  of	  new	  vocabulary	  words	  and	  
concepts	  related	  to	  the	  text.	  You	  will	  complete	  this	  cycle	  un+l	  the	  en+re	  text	  is	  read.	  	  
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Finally,	  on	  the	  last	  tab	  of	  your	  flip	  book	  you	  will	  find	  an	  overview	  of	  the	  weekly	  
framework.	  	  
	  
<Briefly	  review	  the	  weekly	  framework	  and	  talk	  about	  the	  importance	  of	  the	  wrap-‐up	  
day	  as	  a	  way	  to	  extend	  and	  deepen	  the	  learning.	  Go	  back	  to	  some	  of	  the	  examples	  
shared	  for	  the	  “Extend	  Learning”	  sec5on,	  for	  example,	  a	  readers’	  response,	  a	  wri5ng	  
piece,	  or	  wri5ng	  a	  play>	  
	  
<Give	  par5cipants	  an	  opportunity	  to	  reflect	  on	  the	  en5re	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou5ne	  and	  ask	  
ques5ons.>	  
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Now	  you	  and	  a	  partner	  will	  have	  an	  opportunity	  to	  prac+ce	  delivering	  the	  different	  
steps	  of	  the	  rou+ne.	  If	  you	  wish,	  you	  can	  complete	  the	  example	  lesson	  plan	  to	  
prac+ce	  planning	  for	  addi+onal	  days	  of	  the	  rou+ne.	  
	  
<Using	  the	  completed	  lesson	  plan	  on	  the	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou5ne	  Weekly	  Planning	  
Template,	  Example	  (Handout	  3)	  and	  book,	  Corduroy,	  par5cipants	  can	  prac5ce	  specific	  
steps	  with	  a	  partner.	  If	  there	  is	  5me,	  par5cipants	  can	  then	  use	  the	  template	  to	  plan	  
lessons	  for	  addi5onal	  chunks	  of	  text.	  Circulate	  to	  field	  ques5ons	  and	  support	  
par5cipants	  in	  planning.>	  
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In	  a	  pilot	  program,	  leaders	  and	  staff	  in	  the	  Arlington	  and	  Aus+n	  ISDs	  were	  taught	  the	  
Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  used	  in	  the	  elementary	  grades	  and	  asked	  to	  adapt	  it	  to	  meet	  the	  
needs	  of	  PreK	  students.	  The	  data	  gathered	  from	  this	  pilot	  was	  used	  to	  help	  develop	  
and	  refine	  the	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  you’ve	  just	  learned.	  	  
	  
The	  rou+ne	  is	  designed	  to	  be	  flexible.	  Given	  the	  unique	  needs	  of	  young	  children	  and	  
the	  variety	  of	  educa+onal	  seengs,	  you	  may	  need	  to	  make	  adapta+ons	  as	  you	  
implement	  it	  in	  your	  classrooms.	  	  
	  
Turn	  to	  the	  back	  page	  of	  the	  “Plan”	  tab	  of	  your	  flip	  book	  to	  see	  a	  list	  of	  
considera+ons.	  	  
	  
	  
	  

32	  

Building	  Vocabulary	  and	  Comprehension	  Skills	  in	  Prekindergarten	  

©	  2015	  Texas	  Educa+on	  Agency/The	  University	  of	  Texas	  System	  



Every	  classroom	  makeup	  is	  unique.	  This	  rou+ne	  should	  be	  tailored	  to	  meet	  the	  
individual	  needs	  of	  each	  classroom.	  
	  
<Present	  the	  op5ons.>	  
	  
<Introduce	  the	  quote	  “Make	  it	  you	  but	  stay	  true!”	  Explain	  that	  it	  is	  about	  staying	  true	  
to	  the	  intent	  of	  the	  framework	  but	  making	  the	  necessary	  adjustments	  to	  fit	  your	  
specific	  needs.>	  
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<Ask	  par5cipants	  for	  addi5onal	  barriers	  to	  or	  considera5ons	  for	  implementa5on.>	  
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<Tie	  into	  the	  C3	  training;	  Stages	  of	  Change	  are	  op5onal.>	  
	  
Here	  is	  a	  synopsis	  of	  feedback	  from	  administrators	  who’ve	  implemented	  the	  Read-‐
Aloud	  Rou+ne.	  
	  
Challenges:	  
Differences	  in	  the	  age	  and	  maturity	  level	  of	  children,	  as	  well	  as	  class	  diversity,	  
contributed	  to	  challenges.	  We	  have	  three-‐	  and	  four-‐year-‐olds	  and	  children	  receiving	  
special	  services,	  such	  as	  speech	  therapy.	  We	  also	  have	  culturally	  and	  linguis+cally	  
diverse	  children.	  Mee+ng	  the	  needs	  of	  all	  our	  children	  is	  our	  main	  priority.	  
Implemen+ng	  the	  rou+ne	  was	  really	  difficult	  at	  first.	  It	  was	  very	  important	  to	  support	  
the	  teachers	  through	  the	  change	  process.	  It	  took	  +me,	  flexibility,	  teamwork,	  coaching,	  
and	  commitment.	  
	  
Successes:	  	  
Once	  we	  began	  to	  make	  the	  rou+ne	  our	  own,	  while	  staying	  true	  to	  the	  intent	  of	  the	  
framework,	  we	  saw	  that	  teachers	  were	  more	  excited	  to	  plan	  and	  collaborate.	  The	  
rou+ne	  became	  easier,	  and	  children	  were	  engaged	  and	  learning	  words	  and	  concepts	  
at	  a	  higher	  level.	  They	  got	  to	  play	  with	  language	  and	  had	  mul+ple	  opportuni+es	  to	  
interact	  with	  one	  another	  and	  extend	  their	  learning.	  
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We	  will	  now	  hear	  from	  Laura	  Garcia.	  Ms.	  Garcia	  teaches	  half-‐day	  bilingual	  PreK4	  in	  
Arlington	  with	  students	  who	  are	  receiving	  speech	  therapy	  services.	  
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As	  teachers	  refine	  their	  prac+ces,	  coaches	  and	  leaders	  will	  want	  to	  determine	  ways	  to	  
support	  them	  through	  job-‐embedded	  professional	  development.	  Here	  are	  some	  ideas	  
for	  suppor+ng	  teachers	  as	  they	  learn.	  	  
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We	  will	  now	  hear	  teacher	  Mallory	  Taaffe’s	  perspec5ve	  on	  planning	  and	  collabora5on.	  
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As	  part	  of	  their	  PLC	  ac+vi+es,	  teachers	  can	  engage	  in	  self-‐observa+on	  by	  videotaping	  
and	  analyzing	  their	  own	  teaching.	  This	  can	  help	  them	  refine	  their	  delivery	  of	  specific	  
instruc+onal	  strategies	  (Sherin,	  2004).	  Teachers	  can	  use	  the	  Observa+on/Reflec+on	  
Form	  to	  analyze	  their	  own	  prac+ce.	  Using	  the	  collabora+ve	  framework,	  teachers	  can	  
also	  debrief	  with	  one	  another,	  share	  reflec+ons,	  ask	  ques+ons,	  and	  plan	  next	  steps	  
for	  refining	  their	  prac+ce.	  	  
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Let’s	  hear	  from	  teacher	  Michelle	  Salas.	  She	  will	  discuss	  one	  of	  the	  benefits	  of	  the	  
Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne.	  
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<Review	  these	  key	  ideas.>	  
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Now	  we	  will	  watch	  our	  last	  teacher	  perspec+ve.	  Teacher	  Cori	  Hartung	  will	  talk	  about	  
the	  success	  of	  the	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne.	  
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As	  students	  develop	  more	  advanced	  literacy	  skills,	  the	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  can	  
include	  more	  challenging	  components.	  The	  daily	  lesson	  +me	  can	  increase	  to	  20-‐30	  
minutes,	  and	  teachers	  can	  use	  larger	  chunks	  of	  text	  over	  4-‐5	  days.	  The	  number	  of	  
vocabulary	  words	  introduced	  each	  day	  can	  be	  increased	  to	  3-‐4,	  and	  teachers	  can	  
implement	  the	  rou+ne	  across	  content	  areas.	  For	  example,	  texts	  from	  subject	  areas	  
such	  as	  math,	  science,	  and	  social	  studies	  may	  be	  used.	  Learning	  extensions	  may	  
include	  more	  complex	  wri+ng	  products,	  such	  as	  Readers’	  Response	  Journals,	  and	  may	  
focus	  on	  different	  comprehension	  skill	  development,	  such	  as	  summarizing,	  making	  
connec+ons,	  and	  inferring.	  	  
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The	  Project	  ELITE	  Read-‐Aloud	  Rou+ne	  provides	  guidance	  to	  teachers	  in	  choosing	  
culturally	  responsive	  reading	  texts.	  In	  addi+on,	  it	  takes	  an	  “assets-‐based”	  approach	  to	  
instruc+on,	  as	  teachers	  facilitate	  vocabulary	  development	  through	  structured	  
opportuni+es	  to	  connect	  new	  language	  to	  students’	  background	  and	  experiences.	  
Teachers	  also	  implement	  a	  number	  of	  instruc+onal	  supports	  for	  ELs	  by	  anchoring	  the	  
prac+ce	  in	  principles	  for	  language	  acquisi+on:	  

•  Teachers	  contextualize	  vocabulary	  instruc+on	  by	  connec+ng	  words	  to	  their	  
authen+c	  usage	  in	  texts,	  providing	  sentence	  stems	  and	  sentence	  frames	  
during	  speaking	  ac+vi+es.	  

•  Teachers	  create	  structured	  opportuni+es	  to	  speak	  and	  interact.	  This	  plays	  a	  
cri+cal	  role	  in	  the	  Second	  Language	  Acquisi+on	  process,	  as	  students	  can	  use	  
and	  prac+ce	  new	  language	  through	  meaningful	  nego+a+ons.	  	  

•  Teachers	  focus	  on	  academic	  vocabulary	  development.	  
•  Teachers	  take	  an	  assets-‐based	  approach	  when	  planning	  lessons.	  They	  build	  on	  

students’	  first	  language,	  culture,	  and	  lived	  experiences.	  
•  Teachers	  use	  strategies	  for	  differen+a+ng	  for	  levels	  of	  language	  proficiency.	  	  
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<Please	  insert	  your	  informa5on	  as	  needed.>	  
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