
		

Enhancing	Vocabulary	and	Comprehension	
through	a	Read-	Aloud	Rou:ne



 Reflection (refer to article) 

  Why read-aloud?
  What are the benefits of incorporating a daily 
read-aloud routine?



Goals for This Session 

•  Review the steps of the read-aloud 
routine cycle using the flip book tool

•  See an example plan 
•  Observe the steps in action
•  Reflect and discuss 
•  Practice the steps with a partner



For This Training 

Materials
Read-Aloud Routine for 
Building Vocabulary and 
Comprehension skills
Read-aloud storybook, 
Abuelo and the Three Bears

Handouts
Video observation/reflection 
sheet 
Planning template Example
Planning planning template 
Blank
Hickman et al. Article 
(optional)



Overview of Read-Aloud Cycle 
Choose a narrative or informational text, “chunk” it into sections of 200 to 250 words, and for each chunk, select three or four 
vocabulary concepts that students do not already know. Use a culturally responsive lens when selecting texts.

STEP 1: Preview the selection and introduce the three to four vocabulary words for today’s chunk of text. Use 
nonlinguistic representations and contextualized examples to teach the words.

STEP 2: Read the selection aloud to students without stopping, using appropriate prosody and expression.

STEP 3: Have students retell the text and make one inference, scaffolding their use of target vocabulary when 
possible. 

STEP 4: Reread the text, directing students to listen for target vocabulary and discuss meaning.

STEP 5: Extend comprehension through deep processing of vocabulary knowledge and text content.

Choose four to five vocabulary words from previous days that were particularly challenging and in need of further 
study. Reread or retell the entire story. 

BEFORE READING

DURING READING

AFTER READING

LAST DAY FOR EACH TEXT

Repeat the routine daily until the text is complete.

PREPARATION FOR EACH TEXT

Adapted from Hickman, Pollard-Durodola, & Vaughn (2004)



Why chunk text?  

  The teacher can focus on a smaller number of 
vocabulary words and explore meanings in 
depth.

  When children complete a text over 3-4 days, 
they maintain text comprehension and 
vocabulary knowledge over a longer period of 
time.

  Limiting text allows for more instructional 
opportunities for vocabulary and comprehension 
skill development in relation to the text over time.  

(Hickman et al., 2004)



Read-Aloud Routine 
Step 1: Select a Story and Vocabulary Words (Before Reading) 



Read-Aloud Routine 
Step 2: Introduce and Preview the Story (Before Reading) 

 
 



Observation/Reflection Form 

Use the appropriate 
section of this form to jot 
down your reflections as 
you watch the videos. 



Video Clip and Reflection 
  Observe this teacher video clip of Step 2: Preview the Story. Use the 

flip book as a guide and the reflection sheet to jot down ideas. 



Video Clip and Reflection 
  Observe this teacher video clip of Step 2: Introduce Vocabulary Words. 

Use the flip book as a guide and the reflection sheet to jot down ideas. 



Read- Aloud Routine 
Step 3: Read the Passage (During Reading) 



Video Clip and Reflection 
  Observe this teacher video clip of Step 3: Read the passage. Use the 

flip book as a guide and the reflection sheet to jot down ideas. 



Read- Aloud Routine 
Step 4: Reread the Passage (During Reading) 



Video Clip and Reflection 
  Observe this teacher video clip of Step 4: Reread the Passage. Use the 

flip book as a guide and the reflection sheet to jot down ideas. 



Read-Aloud Routine 
Step 5: Extend Language and Comprehension (After Reading) 



Video Clip and Reflection 
  Observe this teacher video clip of Step 5: Extend Language and 

Comprehension. Use the flip book as a guide and the reflection sheet 
to jot down ideas. 



Weekly Framework 

 
 



Extending Language and 
Comprehension 

Activity: Gallery Walk

What extension activities have you tried after a 
read-aloud to extend and deepen vocabulary 

and comprehension?

 
 



Extending learning through home/
school connections 



Extending Professional Learning 
through Collaboration & Feedback 

  Watch full videos during professional learning 
communities and use the reflection form 

  Plan lessons and set goals 
  Practice the routine daily
  Observe others and give feedback
  Refine practice and share successes and 
challenges

  Continue to reflect with colleagues



Extending Professional Learning 
through Self-Videos  

  Teachers independently observe and self-
reflect

  Teachers debrief with one another and share 
reflections

  Teachers collaborate and ask questions to 
other colleagues 

  Teachers plan next steps for refining their 
practice



Practice 

  Use sample completed lesson template
  Practice steps with partners
  Plan for additional chunks of text



Things to remember… 

  Routine is flexible.
  Routine can be used in all content areas.
  All vocabulary is good vocabulary.
  Self-reflection can improve practice.
  Collaborate.
  Share ideas and lessons.
  Have fun!
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Questions and Contact 

Questions?

Contact:


